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CDIT0RT Doro thy  Chr i s tensen

Assoc ia te  Ed i t o r r  Dan  B i r t

"  cont inual ly  s t r iv ing to  expand our  hor izons and
con ten t  i n  t he  i n te res t  o f  cac toph i res  eve rywher€ . , ,
i r dd ress t  f r ,C l -a rke  Insu rance ,  ZBO0 E .  l o r t  Lowe l l

Tucson ,  A r i zona  857L6

I  wou ld  l i ke  t o  r epea t  Joseph ine ,  s  c reed  pub l i shed
on  the  f i r s t  page  o f  t he  l as t  Cha t te r .

LET US PLEDGE OU,RSELVES To rHrs F INE CREED 0i. '  REp0l\s_
IBLE HUMANS. LET US ASSUIV]E OUR SHARE Oi.' I/iAIW S ST,bJIII
ARDSHIP O}' OUR NATURAL RESOURCES.

I  p ledge  myse l f r  .  ?S  a  respons lb le  human ,  t o  assume my
share of  man's  s tewardship of  our  nat r - l ra l  resources.

r  w i l l  use  my  sha re  w i th  g ra t i t ude ,  w i thou t  ; r reed  o r
was te .

r  w i l l -  suppor t  t he  sound  manaqemen t  o f  t ne  resou rces
we  use '  t he  res to ra t i on  o f  t he  resou rces  we  nave  de -
p le ted r  B .od  the  sa fekeep ing  o f  s ign i f i can t  resou rces
fo r  pos te r i t y .
I  wi I I  never  forget  that  t i fe  and beauty,  weal - th  andp rog ress ,  depend  on  how  w i se ry  man  uses  t hese  g i i ' t s . . .
t he  so i l ,  t he  wa te r ,  t he  a i r ,  t he  m ine ra l s ,  t hE  p lan t
I i f e ,  and  t he  w i l d - i i f ' e .

f rom Na t iona l  t / i l d t i f ' e  i  ece ra t i on
Creed



IN MEI|{ORY OI
JOSEPHINE KAI\iEN SHELBY

Born  i n  l , J i l l cox ,  A r i zona ,  June  29 ,  l 9O4

I]IED
Tucson,  Ar izona
August  24 ,  LgZg
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I  expec t  t o  pass  t h rou3h  t h i s  wo r l d  bu t  once .

- . i . !  : ood  th in ; J  t he re fo re ,  t ha t  I  ca r i  do  o r  a r r y  k inc r -

ness  I  can  show to  any  fe l l ow  human  be in r {  I e t  me  do

i t  now .  Le t  me  no t  de f ' e r  no r  ne3 lec t  i t ,  f o r  I

sha l l  no t  pass  th i s  way  aga in .

by  S tephen  Gre l l e t

I  be l i eve  Joseph ine  wou ld  l i ke  t h i s  c l uo ta t i on

a t  t he  beg inn ing  o f  t he  s to ry  o f  he r  l i f e .  She  l vas

a most  unusual  person and I  fee l  that  we may be

more  ab le  to  unders tand  he r  ab i l i t i es  i f  we  know

more  abou t  he r  l i f e .

Even  though  she  l i ved  mos t  o f  he r  g row in ; -up

yea rs  i n  E l  Paso ,  Texas ,  Joseph ine  was  bo rn  i n  , r i l -
l cox ,  A r i zona .  Her  fa the r  was  work ing  the re  i n  t he

I ' l i cho l son  Drug  S to re .  A r i zona  was  s t i l - I  a  t e r r i t o ry

a t  t ha t  t ime .  He  wou ld  o f ten  go  to  work  i n  a  sma l l
t own  somewhere ,  bu t  a lways  re tu rned  to  r , j l  paso .  Fo r
th i s  reason ,  t he  fam i l y  a lways  cons ide red  r l  paso

the i r  home .

The  f am i l y  cons i s ted  o f  t he  f a the r ,  t he  mo the r ,
and  fou r  g i r l s .  The  pa ren ts  had  a  ru ie  tha t  t hey

shou ld  no t  goss ip  a round  the  d inne r  t a t - r l e ,  bu t  t ney
ta l ked  abou t  cu r ren t  even ts  and  h i s to r i ca l  occu r -
ences .  A  good  book  wou l -d  a l so  be  a  su i tab le  sub -
j ec t .

The i r  f a the r  was  a  b r i t l i an t  man  who  ins i - s ted
tha t  a l l  t he  g i r l s  l ea rn  to  read ,  w r i t e  and  speak
Spanish.  He d id cour t  d ic tat ion in  Spanish anci
could t ranscr ibe i t  as rap id ly  in  Spanish as in
Bng l i sh .



0f  the whole fami ly  Josephine was the only  one
who  d idn ' t  l i ke  l i v i ng  i n  E I  paso .  She  neve r  to ld

anyone  why ,  she  j us t  d idn ' t  l i ke  i t .

Josephine '  s  maiden narne was Kanen which had
been changed from Koehnen when her grandfather cane
to thi.s country from Gerrnany.

The parents were str ict Gerrnans who made many

ru les  and  i ns i s ted  on  obed ience .  They  had  to  ge t

the i r  l essons  be fo re  they  cou ld  do  any th ing  e Ise .

They were unable to  s tay outs ide at  n ight  because

o f  Jua rez .

Al l  four  g i r ls  graduated f rom the EI  paso HiSh
School ,  fhen a l l  four  g i r ls  went  the i r  own way,
but  that  was on to  co l lege.

Now m igh t  be  the  bes t  t ime  to  g i ve  the  } i neup
o f  t he  g i r l s .  Joseph ine ,  I r ene ,  Genev ieve ,  and
I l o ra  a re  the i r  names .  Joseph ine  was  the  o tdes t
and the others fo l low in  order .  A l - I  o f  them but
Flora graduated f rom col lege and .  I rene cont inued
unt i l  she received her  I l iA.

The ent i re  fami ly  had the unique pr iv i lege of
at tending the ceremony when l \ew Mexico became a
state.  He worked in  the of f ice of  engineers and
had obta ined admiss ion for  them a1I .  The n ight
before he made sure they were to  s i t  up s t ra ight
and  no t  t o  say  a  word .  The  s ta te  song  o f  New Mex ico
was i -n t roduced that  day.  I t  was wr i t ten by El iza-
beth Garet t  who was a good f r iend of  the i rs .
I t lone of  them would ever  forget  that  day.
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From the  t ime  she  was  i n  H igh  Schoo l ,  Joseph ine

ceve loped  he r  l ove  fo r  t he  ou tdoo rs .  She  wou ld  much

ra the r  be  w i th  somebody  ou tdoo rs  than  i ndoors .  She

had  an  excep t i ona l l y  f i ne  memory .  0nce  she  Iea rned

someth in6J ,  she  neve r  f o rgo t  i t .  She  was  i n te res ted

in Ind ian and Mexian cooking and co l lected rec ipes

th rough  the  yea rs .

Josephine was an outs tanding s tudent  in  High

Schoo l .  She  took  j ou rna l i sm cou rses  and  worked  on

the  schoo l  paper .  She  g radua ted  w i th  honors .  She

was voted the most  popular  g i r l  and the most  l ike ly  to

succeed  in  he r  H igh  Schoo l .

Dur ing her  co l lege years,  Josephine made many

f r i ends  tha t  were  to  l as t  t i l l  she  was  gone .  She

a lso  became in te res ted  i n  ac t i v i t i es  tha t  he ld  he r

in te res t  f o r  yea rs  to  come.

A t  t he  Un ive rs i t y  o f  A r i zo r i a  she  became a

f r i end  o f  Thamar  R ichey .  I n  t he  ea r l y  twen t ies

Thamar  had  become in te res ted  i n  t he  Yaqu i  I nd ians .

She and the Ind ians bui l t  a  rude bui ld ing of  scraps

where  he r  schoo l  me t .  I ' Jhen  Mr .  Rose  saw i t ,  he
pe rsuaded  the  Schoo l  Board  to  cons t ruc t  a  bu i l d ing

o f  adobe .  Joseph ine  became  a  t eache r  i n  t h i s  l i t t l e

schoo l .  When  M iss  R i chey  became  i I I ,  Joseph ine  t ook

on  more  and  more  o f  t he  respons ib i l i t y .  She  s tayed
on  fo r  some t ime  a f te r  t he  dea th  o f  M iss  R ichey  i n

1937 .  Joseph ine  was  a l so  one  o f  a  g roup  o f  I  i r s t

Me thod is t  young  peop le  who  wou ld  wa lk  to  O Id  pascua

Vi l lage every Sunday and ass is t  in  teaching Sunday



Schoo l .  I t  was  a  d i s tance  o f  seve ra l  m i l _es  and

Josephine of ten remarked about  how the s tudents of

today  wou ld  cons ide r  i t  an  imposs ib le  d i s tance  to

wa lk  j us t  t o  t each  Sunday  Schoo l - .

At  the Univers i ty  o f  Ar izona she was outs tand-

ing in  spor ts .  She won her  le t ter  A as a marksman.

She broke a l l  the records of  that  t ime and even beat

the  men .  She  was  a l so  ve ry  good  i n  Socce r  and  baske t -

ba l l .

Josephine graduated f rom the Univers i ty  o f  Ar i -

zona  i n  the  c lass  o f  L928 .  She  con t i nued  he r  i n te res t

i n  t he  Yaqu i  I nd ians ,  espec ia l l y  t he  ch i l d ren .  She

was in f luent ia l  in  obta in ing hot  lunches for  the

chi ldren and get t ing v i tamins to  them so they would

grow up more heal thy.

Af ter  graduat ion she went  to  Scot tsdale and

taugh t  Span ish  i n  t he  pub l i c  schoo ls  the re .  She

l ived in  Scot tsdal -e for  about  ten years and then

re tu rned  to  Tucson .

Joseph ine  me t  he r  husband  to  be  abou t  t h i s  t ime .

He was Ward E.  Shelby.  Mr.  Shelby was a f ine journal -

i s t  and  ed i to r .  He  wou ld  o f ten  accompany  sc ien t i s t s

f rom the  Un ive rs i t y  on  the i r  exped i t i ons  to  do  the

wr i t ing.  He was the edi tor  o f  the magazine that  was

the for - runner  of  the Ar izona Highways.  Josephine

had copies of  them al l  f rom the beginning.  Af ter  her

death they were g iven to  h is  three ch i ldren f rom a
p rev ious  mar r i age .

A f te r  t hey  were  mar r i ed  the  She lby ' s  home was

in  Tucson .  They  had  many  f r i ends  f rom the  Un ive rs i t y ,



^ :e ; '  a l so  had  f r i ends  f rom the  comrnun i t y  ou ts ide
- " i e  Un ive rs i t y .  They  were  no t  j o ine rs  o f  g roups ,

3- i t  en joyed having f r iends i -n  for  s t imulat ing con-

ve rsa t i ons  and  good  f ood  f r om Joseph ine ' s  co l l ec t i on

o f  r ec i pes .

l /ard and Josephine enjoyed each others company

in a very specia l  way.  They were both inquis i t ive

and open minded.  They enjoyed a good conversat ion

w i th  a  f r i end .  They  en joyed  go ing  to  lV iex i co ,

wa lk ing  the  beaches  and  co l l ec t i ng  she l l s .  They

kept  notes about  the shel ls  and where they were

co l - l ec ted  and  took  p i c tu res  o f  t he  s i t e .

One can only  speculate on the development  of

the i r  l i ves  i f  Ward  hac i  no t  d ied  i n  1959 .

Widowhood can be devastating to many wornen but

not  to  woman of  great  sp i r i t  and understanding l ike

Joseph ine  She lby .

In  1960 she was a char ter  member of  the Tucson

Cactus and Botanica l  Society .  She was a member of

the  f i r s t  boa rd  o f  d i rec to rs  o f  t ha t  soc ie t y .  To

round out  her  achievements in  that  organizat ion,  she
was the founder  of  CACTUS CAPITAL CHATTiJR and i ts
on l y  d i rec to r  un t i t  I  dec ided  to  a t tempt  to  fo l l ow

in  he r  g ian t  f oo ts teps .

In  I9?1  she  became A f f i l i a te  D i rec to r .  I n  t h i s

o f f i ce  she  was  the  o f f i c i a l  f i nk  be tween  the  Soc ie t y
and the nat ional  organizat ion.  As a par t  o f  her
du t i es  she  rep resen ted  the  Soc ie t y  a t  mee t ings  i n
var ious par ts  of  the country .  she a l -so communicated
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\ ' / i t h  peop le  a r l  ove r  t he  wor ld .  The  I \ o r th  and  Sou th
Po les  a re  t he  on l y  p l ace  she  had  no  f ' r i ends .

In  l ) f  t t  ,Toseph ine  was  appo in tec i  a  member  o f  t he
Gover r ro r ' s  commiss i -on  on  A r i zona  i i nv i ronmen t .  They
met  eve ry  few  mon ths  i n  va r ious  c i t i es  a round  the
s ta te .  She  en joyed  wo rk i ng  on  t h i s  commiss ion  and
was  ve ry  p roud  to  have  been  appo in ted  a  member .

She  was  an  exce l l en t  cho i ce  fo r  t he  commiss ion
as  he r  i n te res t  t ha t  began  in  H igh  Schoo l  had  g rown
and rnatured f rom then on.  r t  was onry log icar  that
as  he r  i n te res t  i n  na tu re  g rewr  she  became a l so  upse t
w i th  the  desec ra t i on  o f  A r i zona  env i ronmen t  by  road
bu i l d i ng  and  subd i v i s i ons .

Joseph ine  had  an  i n tense  l ove  fo r  peop le .

she  roved  to  t rave l ,  pa r t i cu la r r y  i n  i ' v i ex i co .  i / hen
she  d id  t rave l  she  en joyed  ta l k ing  w i th  the  peop le
on  the  s t ree t  o r  i n  t he i r  homes .  She  wan ted  to  know
hov r  t hey  t houqh t .  Age  d i dn ' t  ma t t e r  one  b i t  as  she
was  as  a t  home w i th  a  ve ry  o td  pe rson  as  a  young
ch i l d .

Some t i ne  a f te r  l t r .  she rby  d ied ,  Joseph ine  moved
to  c t rac le  wh ich  i s  abou t  twen ty  f i ve  m i les  no r th  o f
Tucson  and  a t  a  h ighe r  e leva t i on .  r t  enab led  he r  t o
en joy  the  sumners  more  as  the  hea t  i n  Tucson  bo the red
h or-

Right  away she became invorved lv i th  the communi ty
and  i t s  p rob lems .  she  began  to  p ressu re  fo r  a  c lean -
up  i n  u rac le  and  wa lked  a r l  ove r  pass ing  ou t  p las t i c
ba iqs  t o  pu t  t he  l i t t e r  i n .

I



Joseph ine  was  a  ve ry  o r ; l an i zed  pe rson  and  kep t

papers  and  books  i n  he r  f i l e .  She  hac t  a  wonc ie r fu l

sne l l  co l l ec t i on  t ha t  was  kep t  i n  a  t a l i  t i l e  w i t h

the  she l l s  o r ,Tan i zed  acco rd in ,3  t o  t he i r  names  and

where  they  were  co l l ec ted .  0ne  a l ' ' t e rnoon  we  s topped

to  see  he r  and  she  spen t  ove r  an  hou r  desc r ib ing  he r

she l - l s  and  where  they  were  p i cked  up .  i Je  were  ve ry

impressed  w i th  he r  know ledge  as  we  were  unaware  o l

he r  i n te res t  i n  t hem.

She  had  a  l a rge  Repub l i can  Par t y  f i l e  and  was

ac t i ve  i n  t he  pa r t y  i n  va r ious  ways .

Be ing  the  ed i to r  o f  t he  Cha t te r  v /as  a  good  ou t -

l e t  f o r  he r  t a ien t  as  a  wr i t e r  and  he r  i n te res t  i n

conse rva t i on .  She  spen t  rnany  hou rs  co l l ec t i ng  ma te r -

i a l  f o r  use ,  bo th  now and  i n  the  fu t r " i r e .  Th i s  was

a l l  f i l ed  so  she  cou ld  f i nd  i t  a t  t he  p rope r  t ime .

Joseph ine  was  a  p ro l i f i c  l e t t e r  w r i t e r  anc i

en joyed  eve ry  m inu te  she  spen t  w i th  he r  co r respond-

ence .  Peop le  wro te  to  he r  f rom aJ -J .  ove r  t he  wor l -d ,

af ten about  cact i -  or  conservat ion.  Sorne c lubs woulc i

w r i t e  t o  he r  abou t  a  p rob lem and  i f  she  cou lc ln ' t  so l ve

i t  he rse l f ,  she  wou ld  b r i ng  i t  t o  t he  a t ten t i on  o f

the  Cac tus  C lub .  Usua l l y  t he  p rob le rn  was  so l ved  to

the  bene f i t  o f  eve ryone ,  Joseph ine ,  t he  c lub  and

the  c lub  w i th  the  p rob lem.

Joseph ine ' s  mo the r  was  ve ry  c l ose  t o  Joseph ine

as  she  was  the  l as t  mar ied .  Bes ides  they  were  ve ry

much  a l i ke ,  , genu ine ,  rea l  peop le .  They  d id  many

th ings together .  They wove and hooked ru, , {S,  rnany



o f  wh ich  Joseph ine  hac i  a rounc t  he r  home.  They  had
looms  to  weave  on  and  a l so  b ra ided  them.  They  cu t
the fabr ic  in  s t r ips and made the i r  own c ies igns and
cop ied  f rom books .  They  a l so  se l ved ,  rnak ing  c lo th ing
and th ings usefu l -  around the house.

Joseph ine  was  ve ry  ta len ted  a r t i s t i ca l l y .  She
took  l essons  i n  wa te r  co lo r  pa in t i ng  and  pa in ted
mos t  o f  he r  l i f e .  She  wo rked  w i t h  p l as t i c  mak ing
p lacques  and  ash  t rays  us ing  she l l s  and  weeds .  she
a lso  made  w ind  ch imes  ou t  o f  she l l s .  N iany  o f  us
have  no tes  f rom he r  w r i t t en  on  paper  she .  made  us ing
wax  paper  and  w i l d  f l owers .  A t  ch r i s tmas  she  used
to take a fern and put  sequins on i t  and make paper
ou t  o f  i t .  She  wro te  he r  g ree t i ngs  on  th i s  paper .

She  became in te rs ted  i n  t he  l 3oo jams  when  she
was  in t roduced  to  them by  he r  f r i end  Dr .  Humphrey .
This  is  a  very unusuaf  p lant  that  grows in  Baja
Ca l i f o rn i a .  She  asked  me  to  r ead  L i r ,  Humphrey , s
book  abou t  . l 3oo jams  and  became in te res ted  too .

Joseph ine  was  p roud  to  be  a  bus  1eader  when
we had the I r la t ional  cactus and succulent  convent ion
here  i n  Tucson .  She  ass i s ted  the  commi t tees  i n  any
way  poss ib re .  i r r i t h  he r  1a r3e  number  o f  f r i ends  she
was  ab le  t o  be  o f  much  he lp .

The  l as t  t r i p  Joseph ine  was  ab le  to  take  r f f as  to
Pasadena on the Hunt ington Sale safar i  sponsored by
the  Deser t  Bo tan i ca l  Garden  i n  phoen ix .  She  had  a
wonder fu l  t ime  mak ing  f r i ends  on  the  bus ,  v i s i t i ng
the  famous  cae tus  g rowers  i n  v i s ta  and  en joy ing  the
beaut ies of  nature in  the Hunt ington Garden and the
Los  Anqe les  Coun ty  A rbo re tum.



t sy  the  t ime  o f  t he  I  i f t i e th  Ann ive rsa ry  o l '  t he

na t i ona l  o r i {an i za t i on ,  Joseph ine  \ ^ /as  too  i f  I  t o

a t tend .  Those  a t tend ing  a I I  wo re  na rne  ta1 l s  t ha t

a l so  gave  the  name o f  t he i r  c l ub .  i , r Jhen  those  s i t t i nS

naar  us saw where we were f rom they would ask where

Joseph ine  v ras .  A t  t ha t  t ime  we  d id  no t  know he r

i l l ness  was  te rm ina l  so  we  jus t  sa id  she  was  i r l .

l r Je  (my  husband .  and  I )  v i s i t ed  w i th  Joseph ine

many  t imes  a f te r  she  had  to  l eave  he r  home and  l i ve

w i th  he r  s i s te r  L rene  and  he r  husband  j i a r l e .  I t  was

good  to  see  he r  r v rapped  in  the i r  l ove  and  devo t i on .

Each  t ime  she  wou ld  sa l r  " I  mus t  ge t  t o  work  on

Cha t te r ,  w i l l  you  he lp  f i I € . "  And  w i th  tea rs  i n  my

hear t  I  wou ld  P romise  to  he lP .

I  i na l l y  she  had  to  be  p laced  i n  the  Deser t

L i f e  cen te r .  she  wan ted  t o  be  w i t h  t hose  she  l oved

and  on  he r  b i r t hday  l ess  than  a  mon th  be fo re  she

d ied  she  had  he r  w ish .  The  who le  fam i l y  ga the red

and spent  much of  the day in  the home wi th  her '

car l  Horst  and h is  wi fe  brought  a cake and ice cream.

Her  fam i l y  gave  he r  ye l l ow  roses .  John  l ay lo r  f rom

Orac le  came to  the  pa r t y .  I { e  had  been  a  ve ry  good

f r i end  and  h i k ing  pa r tne r .  She  l ooked  a f te r  h i s

house when he was away.

I t  m igh t  he lp  to  know tha t  she  d idn ' t  su f fe r

any pain as her  tumor was in  such a p lace on her

bra in that  there were no nerves to  carry  pain.

She was a most  wonder fu l  person and Tucson and

orac le  i s  a  t i t t t e  l ess  f r i end l y  as  no  one  can  f i l l

t he  n i t ch  she  l e f t  vacan t .

I I
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