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Thursday, January 2, 2014 7:00pm
A Digital Dozen: 12 Hints for Better Digital Plant Photography
Presented by Irwin Lightstone
Tuesday, January 14, 2013 at 7:00pm
Board meeting at the U of A College of Pharmacy

January 2014

January Meeting
Refreshments

Those with family names beginning with
V, W, X, Y, Z, A, and B please bring your choice

of refreshments to the meeting. 
Your generous sharing will be greatly appreciated 

and enjoyed! 

During the past dozen years, digital has gone from a novelty in 
a world ruled by fi lm cameras to nearly totally supplanting fi lm.  
In the course of this revolution, a bewildering array of cameras, 
techniques, software and equipment have fl ooded the market. 
In his program, Irwin seeks to make sense of this brave new 
world; and  provide helpful, inspirational tips for your plant 
photography. 

Irwin Lightstone’s “UP CLOSE AND PERSONAL” perspective 
reveals a world easily overlooked.  Using cutting edge digital 
technology, Irwin may merge as many as 100 nearly identical 
images, each with a diff erent point of focus, creating fi nal 
prints with unsurpassed clarity of detail, depth, and texture. 
With his command of lighting, intimate knowledge of his 
subject , and prodigious technique, Irwin’s work reveals the 
mystery and wonder of a world not otherwise seen.

After 29 years practicing trial law, Irwin Lightstone closed 
his law fi rm to concentrate on his photography.  Irwin is past 
president of the North Texas Cactus and Succulent Society, 

past president of the 
Texas Association of 
Cactus and Succulent 
Societies, and a vice 
president of the Fort 
Worth cactus and 
Succulent Society.  
He led numerous 
photographic 
seminars throughout 
the state including 
Houston, San Antonio, 
Austin, Fort Worth, 
Plano, Kerrville, 
McKinney, and Dallas 
and was a featured 
speaker at the Gulf 
States Photographic 
Conference.  
Additionally, he led 
programs sponsored 
by the Dallas Museum 
of Art, the Dallas 

Arboretum, the International Photography Hall of Fame 
and the Cactus and Succulent Society of America.  His 
photography has won numerous awards and is often featured 
in the Cactus and Succulent Journal.  Recently, many of 
Irwin’s images of the artifacts of war in the book were featured 

January 2, 2014 at 7:00 PM
A Digital Dozen: 12 Hints for Better Digital Plant Photography

Presented by Irwin Lightstone

A Digital Dozen: 12 Hints for Better 
Digital Plant Photography

Presented by Irwin Lightstone

in Exotische. Irwin was formerly the Director of Photography 
at the Wilson History and Center.  He published “Succulent 
Abstracts and Absurdities in black and white”. Presently, he 
is working with Steven Hammer on the new mesemb book.

Irwin lives in Dallas with his wife, Robin, his two children, 
one cat and several thousand plants.



President’s Message
HAPPY NEW YEAR!

I am excited about 2014.  Sonoran X 
is only 4 months away and it’s hard to 
believe that this biennial conference 
has been going on for 20 years.  A 
special mailing will be coming to you 
by the end of January so that you can 
be a part of this event. Some of the 

most popular plants and outstanding speakers will be featured 
at this conference “Plants for the Sonoran Desert Hobbyist”. 

Our “Novice Classes” created by Caryl Jones were a big hit in 
the fall and she will be putting together another series of classes 
that I know you will enjoy.  By the way, we are all “novices” and 
there is always so much new to learn.

You can look forward to Home Tours in the spring and fall.  The 
committee has done such a great job encouraging members 
to show off  their individuality.  Every home inspires me to look 
at what I am doing in my yard and make some changes or 
additions.  

This will be a year for Pima Prickly Park.  I want to invest the 
money we have received from so many of you into new planting 
and signage. As I have said, “come out and play in the dirt with 
friends”.  The Pima County Native Plant Nursery has completed 

its move to the park and I am excited about new opportunities 
this might provide us.  Come out to the park and walk around 
and give us your thoughts for its future.

The support for the “Field Guide” has been terrifi c. You have 
been more than generous in your support and the authors etc. 
will be busy this year.  The book will be ready in early 2015.  We 
will keep you up to date on the progress. I can’t wait!

As the economy picks up and building starts booming we can 
look forward to the opportunity of rescuing more native cacti 
and succulent plants.  In the last 14 years of this program we 
have successfully rescued almost 67,000 plants.  No other 
organization can make this claim.  All of us can take great pride 
in that number.  It is not only the rescued plants but we have 
changed the attitude of developers and homeowners toward 
the value of these plants in our landscape.

There is always so much more to talk about, but I do want to 
express my sincere thanks to so many members for their help 
and generosity.

Thank you,

Dick Wiedhopf, President

PS. Membership cards, 2013 donation letters and cactus bucks 
will be sent to you soon. 

Acknowledgement of Contributions
The names below represent the Tucson Cactus & Succulent Society members and friends whose donations 

helped make this year a success. 
We extend our sincere thanks for your support.

Field Guide to Arizona Cacti & Succulents
Paul Shaw
Fiona Clark & Jim Boogs
Stephen Joel Coons
Nicole & Michael Montroy
Ralf Holzheu
Barbara & David Kelly
Craig & Patty Warren
Juergen Menzel
Patricia Phelan
Rick & Debra Raeber
Jody Wilson
David Palzkell
Geno DeCarlo & Diane Strzesak

Educational Outreach
Bill Sievers & Linda Matson
Margaret Fusari
Jan Konstanty & Pat Wallace
Daphna Lederman & Family
Geno DeCarlo & Diane Strzesak
Jeff  Timan

Research Fund
Geno DeCarlo & Diane Strzesak

Conservation Fund
Saralaine Millet
Daphna Lederman & Family
Jerry &  Colette Price
Jan Emming
Paul Cook
Geno DeCarlo & Diane Strzesak

Sonoran Desert Florilegium
Carol, Bill & Randy Owens
Jan Konstanty & Pat Wallace
Dick & Sue Hildreth
Diane & Ardner Cheshire
Geno DeCarlo & Diane Strzesak

Pima Prickly Park
Karen Topham & Family
Gene & Susan Kelley
Sharon & Max Atwell
Linda Ryan
Cathy Robson
Susanna Schippers
Cathy, Elias & Naheli Cabezas
Stephen Baier & Family
Geno DeCarlo & Diane Strzesak
Edith Jane Ulmer (correction)

General Fund
WilliamThornton
Anu Pundari
Colette & William Altaff er
Kurt & Andrea Furstenau
Jerry & Colette Price
Steven Chesser
Lee Oler
Barbara & David Kelly
Ron Meyer
Dean Brick
Hedy Gryszan
Eileen Green
Bill Kendall
Marlin Hostettler
Susan Richards
Joe & Sue Diehl
Dale & August Johnson
John & Jocelyne Rivers
Geno DeCarlo & Diane Strzesak
Joyce Abbott Parks
Jeff  Timan

President’s Award
For the last several years, the Board of Directors has 
authorized the President to present awards to members for 
their service to the society.  These awards are announced 
at the annual meeting in conjunction with the Holiday Party. 
There are two types of awards.   The President’s Award 
recognizes Outstanding Service to the society and the 
President’s Special Service Award recognizes individuals 
for their Continued Special Dedication and Outstanding 
Service Contributions for the success of our society.  The 
awardees are recommended to the President by the Board 
and committee chairs and the decisions are made by the 
president.  Each recipient receives a framed certifi cate and 
special engraved trophy.  A list of all awardees can be found 
on our website.

This year there are 4 recipients of the President’s Award: 
Fredrick Evans, Caryl Jones, Val Little and Cathy Robson.  

Fred Evans is one of those quiet volunteers who just keeps 
on contributing to our success.  Whether it is driving a truck  
for the Sonoran Conference plant show or watering plants in 
mid-summer at Pima Prickly Park, Fred can be counted on to 
do tough jobs.  

Caryl Jones as a professional educator most of her life has 
brought that experience and expertise to TCSS.  She has 
involved us in Funfest (1000s of kids) and Science Nights at 
schools plus our new novice classes.  She makes education 
an integral part of everything we do.

Val Little has taken on the most extraordinary task of 
organizing, sorting thousands of donated books and journals 
and making them available to our members and other 

interested hobbyists.  Val maintains the inventory and provides 
this information on our website.  This just couldn’t be done 
without her dedication and enthusiasm.

Cathy Robson maintains and organizes the plants at Pima 
Prickly Park hoop house.  This is a huge task getting donated 
plants ready for planting in the park.   Cathy is another quiet 
volunteer that makes things happen.  She has also been a 
tremendous help in securing funds for the park.

Congratulations and thank you to all our awardees.

221 Ballots were received and counted.  This is approximately 
20% of the society.  All candidates were running unopposed 
and have been elected.

President Dick Wiedhopf
Vice President Vonn Watkins
Secretary Susan Durham 
Treasurer Linda Bartlett

Board of Directors (term ending December 31, 2016)
Peter Ertman
Cyndi Garrison
Val Little
Thomas Staudt

2013 TCSS Election Results
CSSA Affi  liate Representative
Bill Holcombe (Term ends December 31, 2015)
Thank you on behalf of the nominations committee, 
Dale Johnson
Thomas Staudt
Bill Salisbury

Thank you on behalf of the nominations committee, 
Dale Johnson
Thomas Staudt
Bill Salisbury

Catalina State Park
Karen Keller © 2013





TCSS Educational Outreach�
� January  2014  Newsletter

Educational Outreach �
Volunteers Novice Classes will start up again in March/April and May. These classes along with 

participation in the April TCSS Sonoran Conference and the TCSS home tours will help you 
become more informed and excited about cacti and other succulents living in our desert.  
Registration will open February 1st.   �

Possible topics- Love your input!�
√ Secrets to becoming a Green Thumb!  �
   Staging, watering, fertilizing, and collecting cacti and succulents.�
√ What’s Buggin’ You? Pests, mites &, grubs.�
√ How and When to Transplant your Cactus: �
    Includes cutting techniques and more.�
√ Adeniums and Agaves: collecting, caring and enjoying all year.�
√ Cactus Rescues and transplanting techniques for nature’s     
����magnificent cactus.�
  ���

Volunteers Needed:  SIGN UP NOW and more details will follow closer to the dates.��
• SciTech Festival :Thursday, January 23rd at Sahuarita Middle School�
    2 volunteers for 9-2 pm plus set up and clean up or�
    4 volunteers if we have shifts.��
• Science Night in Senita Valley Elementary School 

Thursday, January 30th  6:30-8:30pm 
 2 volunteers for the event  plus set up and clean up.��

• “Music in the Canyon” at Sabino Canyon, March 8th  12-4pm  
2-4 volunteers  Our TCSS members Bill and Louise Kaufman 
are organizing the hands-on centers.  Let’s be out there supporting them and TCSS.��

• SARSEF Science Fair: 4 judges for this event on March 11th at the TCC.��
• April Earth Day events TBA and May 3rd, Early Childhood Conference at UA.����
BROWN BAG LESSON….. Calling all New Members, Grandparents, Teachers, 

Volunteers:  We will have a short and oh so much FUN event on 
_________ that will provide you the background and knowledge to 
become an active volunteer with our fabulous “Build-a-Cactus” kits, 
areoles center and general experts on our TCSS materials and 
artifacts.  School and community events for adults and children need 
us and we can/do make a difference.  The date is flexible depending 
on the number of eager volunteers.  Guaranteed FUN and worth 
your time.  Interested?  Email Caryl Jones for the date/time 
education@TucsonCactus.org  ��

Bartlett, Linda�

Bayburt, Kay�
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Brown, Cheri�
Byrd, Jessie  �
Carling Barbara �
Chesser, Steven�

Daniels, Ross�

Dennis, Norm and Linda�
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Mayotte, Noe�

McCormick, Barry�
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Price, Colette and Jerry�
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Shulick, Julie�
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Watkins, Vonn�

Weeks, John�

Wiedhopf, Dick and Pat


May we add your name? 

Do you have time to help us? 

We MAKE a DIFFERENCE!

Caryl Jones at 299-6813 or education@TucsonCactus.org
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prints with unsurpassed clarity of detail, depth, and texture. 
With his command of lighting, intimate knowledge of his 
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